
Happy New Year!  I hope winter this year has been a restful one for all, and has had a reenergizing eff ect. I 
am looking forward to a challenging yet rewarding year and am incredibly 
honored to be serving as the Showmen’s League of America President for 
a second time.  Having more time and resources this year I am looking to 
address the League’s current needs of uniting our members, being that the 
purpose of this organization is to promote our mutual welfare and enhance 
the happiness for those involved. I am looking to accomplish this by visiting 
as many shows as possible this coming season, expanding the League’s 
yearly activities, and concentrating on having fun and enjoying each others 
company. However, I cannot accomplish these goals alone; I will need the 
help and support of the total membership. 

By now we all have been able to celebrate a Merry Christmas and have 
welcomed the start of the 2012 New Year and carnival season.  In true holiday spirit, I was able to spend a 
portion of my Christmas at the Showmen’s League Christmas party for the Hanson Park Elementary School 
children in Chicago this year.  It was incredibly heart-warming to watch these challenged and disabled chil-
dren enjoy the festivities that the League provided, such as popcorn, cotton candy, and stuff ed animals. To 
our delight we also had Giovanni Zoppe and his group of entertainers as our entertainment for the evening.  
It was great watching the faces of the nearly 600 children in attendance as the entertainers performed.  Re-
markably, Zoppe even had his three-year-old son in on a few of the acts!  Peter Kasin and his committee can 
be commended for producing this party for these children and providing for the festive Christmas cheer.

The Las Vegas activities are now history.  The Tabletop exhibits were again a success this year with over 55 
exhibitors who set up displays and served our members.  As always, the big advantage of this show is the 
personal contact.   The general membership meeting was very cordial and business-like with little contro-
versy.  Additionally, the Banquet and Ball was elegant and classy and those who attended had a very good 
time visiting and dancing the night away.  We also viewed the 2011 Showmen’s League Hall of Honor video 
there, featuring Bernie Mallins and Bob Drewke’s induction.  The next afternoon the OABA and SLA jointly 
sponsored a luncheon where our Hall of Honor video was shown again and the OABA Circle of Excellence 
awards were given to the operators who achieved a higher level of operation and safety. Overall a great time 
was had by all!

Now, however it is time to get ready to go to work. Our Long Range Planning Committee had a very produc-
tive meeting in Las Vegas, and many of the League’s shortcomings were addressed, and discussed. Some of 
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It’s really hard to 
believe that it is winter 
in Chicago!!  We have 
been so lucky to
be “basking” in 50 de-
gree temperatures this 
January!!!  But I know 
that come February,
we will pay for these 
beautiful days.  All 
has been pretty quiet 
around the building –
except for our Christ-
mas ‘Members Dinner’.  
After all the volunteers 
fi nish making and 
bagging all the cotton 
candy for the party at 
Hanson Park School, 
they come back here to
the club house and 
this year enjoyed a 
wonderful ham dinner 
prepared by Dave Jaros 
and Patty Grillion.  It’s 
always such a great way 
for all our members to 
celebrate the season.  
Good food, good music 
and good friends - 

Diane’s Offi  ce 
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the issues discussed were the need of a simple mission statement for the League 
and a lack of scheduled meetings for the members and Board of Governors. Ad-
ditionally, there was discussion as to why new membership in the League was on 
the decline, and how to off er more benefi ts for our members.  In addition, elimi-
nating the general confusion surrounding our By-Laws was discussed as well.  It 
was also pointed out that our investments were not keeping up with infl ation, 
and how diff erent investments could maximum the return on our money.  The 
League Finance Committee is currently reviewing long-term investments so as to 
get a better return on their cash deposited in the bank. These were just a few of 
the shortcomings discussed. 

We will plan on having another long range planning meeting at the Embassy 
Suites in Tampa on February 8, 2012 during Gibtown Week.  This will be more of 
a formal facilitated meeting where we hope to develop new guidelines for the 
League and propose changes to the By-Laws to facilitate these changes.  Ad-
ditionally we are looking to develop Operation Standards for the League as well. 
If your have any suggestions please e-mail me, or any member of the committee 
as we value your input.

Lastly and sadly, we lost a dear friend and longtime show owner Earl “Butch” 
Butler on December 21st, 2011. I had the honor of representing the Showmen’s 
League at Butch’s funeral services in San Jose on January 2nd & 3rd, 2012.  This 
was truly a worthy service for a very gracious and successful Showman.  His view-
ing was held at Oak Hills Funeral Home on the 2nd of January, and the following 
day the funeral services were held at St Christopher’s Church.  Butch was truly 
a loved and revered showman as over 750 of his friends and business acquain-
tances were in attendance at his service, and the accolades for Butch went on for 
hours.  The Showmen’s League was honored to present to his children a “Procla-
mation of Appreciation” for his contributions to the League which honored Butch 
for his services. 

So far this year has presented a number of challenges, high points, and sad notes, 
but I am determined to weather any storm that comes our way.  I am already 
thrilled with the participation and appreciative of our committees and their 
commitment to address these challenges.  I look forward to contributions and 
support to continue to enable the Showmen’s League to survive for the next 
hundred years. See you in Gibsonton. 

--Sam Johnston

Diane’s Offi  ce Update
continued from page 1

What more can you ask for ! 
So let’s hope that this great weather 
holds up and we can make it to March 
and April with only a little snow and 
bitter temperatures and we will be back 
“On The Road” for a great
2012 season!!!

--Diane
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Thanks to Paul Johnson and Rick Haney of Fund-
ways of Illinois, all our dedicated volunteers met 
out at the warehouse in Addison early on Thursday 
morning and made  2,000 bags of cotton candy for 
all the children at Hanson Park School.  When they 
were done, everyone came back to the clubhouse 
on Fulton Market for a great Christmas Dinner.  Next 
morning everyone met in the gym of the Hanson 
Park School where Giovanni “ NINO” Zoppe and 
his troupe had decorated the entire place like the 
inside of a circus big top.  “Frosty, the Snowman” 
and “Rudolph, the Red Nosed Reindeer” walked 
the halls as all the children giggled in delight.  The 
aroma of freshly made popcorn fi lled the air as our 
members were hard at work fi lling all the boxes for 
the two shows that were held.  At the end of each 
show, SANTA appeared making sure that each and 
every child  left the gym with a toy.  Our Thanks to –
       Ideal Toy Co.                        NANCO/Nancy Sales
       Toy Network               Classic Toy C.
       Toy Factory               Rhode Island Novelty Co.
       Fun & Fun                        Bones
       Peek A Boo Toys                 Fare Foods
       Gold Medal Products

…all our wonderful suppliers for helping us make 
this party such a success.  We also thank all our 
great members who came out to help us –
PP Bill Johnson                  Paul and Karen Kasin       
Graham Putnam       Rick Haney                                  
Randy Ackerman              Bob Thorson
Ryan Vawter                        Dave Jaros                                  
Patty Grillion                       Thresa Noerper                             
Jamie O’Rourke                 Doug & Renate Skinner

And our great Christmas Party Chairmen, Peter Kasin and 
PP Donnie Massie III !

What a Great Day for The Showmen’s League!

Christmas Party
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Showmen’s League of America

The meeting was called to order by President Donnie Massie III at 9:00 AM.
Tiler Steve Pegg reported that all attendees were entitled to stay in the room as they were either members or identifi ed guests of members.
President Massie invited all present to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance and the invocation by Father John.
Courtney Thorson read the Mission Statement of the League.
Roll Call of Offi  cers-Secretary Burum.  Present were:  Sam Johnston, Chris Atkins, Ron Porter, John Hanschen, Joe Burum and Donnie Massie III.
President Massie then recognized those who had been members of the League for 25 years: Charles Martin, Eugene Dean, Danny 
Ottaway, Charles Heftman, Terry Slaggert, Robert Turell & John Tauberschmidt.
None were present at the meeting and President Massie indicated their pins would be sent to them.

The minutes of the 2010 Annual Meeting were read by Secretary Burum.  Peter Kasin made a motion to approve the minutes, Dave Jaros 
seconded and the motion passed without objection.

The fi nancial report was given by Treasurer Hanschen (att) which indicated the League holds current assets of $1,637,558.54 compared 
to 2010 of $1,775,805.17 for a diff erence of ($138,246.63).  That diff erence funded the current loss of about $76,000.00 and $50,000.00 in 
building improvements.  John noted that our rental income helps off set some of the building expenses.  
Ron Burback asked what the $50,000.00 in building expenses consisted of, Paul Kasin indicated that would be discussed in Committee Reports.

Committee Reports  Committees
Banquet and Ball; Michelle Massie was not present, but Donnie indicated plans were proceeding for the evening’s events, but tickets 
were still available.
Building; Paul Kasin reported that Phase I was done on 2nd and 3rd fl oors, the plaques were all up, the renter was in the fi rst fl oor (cost 
approx. $49,550.00 per Paul).  Phase II was to be the elevator, but Paul noted that an architect suggested that we’d have to redo the zon-
ing on the building and it could raise our taxes from $8-9,000.00 per year to $20-25,000.00 per year, plus about $5,000.00 in attorney fees 
to re-zone.  The elevator would cost about $25,000.00, which the architect indicated was not a good idea.  Signifi cant discussion ensued 
about the wisdom and necessity of an elevator and the various options in lieu of same.  In the end John Hanschen made a motion that 
the Building Committee investigate a lift or other device, discuss the ramifi cations with Ron Heftman and strategies to maintain our cur-
rent zoning and report back.  Second by Paul Kasin, motion carried without dissent.
Cemetery; Rick Haney reported that the Cemetery had been decorated by members for Memorial Day and that there had been two inter-
ments this year.   Longtime member and past Board member George Bujalka and Mrs. Voorhees who was buried adjacent to her husband.   
Christmas Party; Peter Kasin & Donnie Massie III reported that the event was scheduled for December 16, 2011 at Hanson park elemen-
tary School.  Further, peter noted that the Noble & Kitti Case fund has raised an additional $7,000 this year to total over $13,000.00 now 
to benefi t the Christmas Party.  The toy drive for the event went well and much success was anticipated.
Convention; Joe Burum reported a very successful trade show so far with 47 exhibitors and a record number of sponsors. 
Finance:  John Hanschen had reported prior and just added that alternative investment options were being explored.  Ron Burback 
added that he was for greater returns but against putting a large sum into equities.  He encouraged the League to stay conservative and 
preserve funds.
Funeral:  Fr. John Vakulskas thanked everyone for the large turnout and good participation at the prior days memorial service.  Bill John-
son talked about the services for George Bujalka, noting that George always had a smile on his face.
Hall of Honor: Al DeRusha & John Hanschen stated that Bernie Mallins and Bob Drewke were to be honored at their Hall of Honor induc-
tion ceremony at the evening’s banquet.  John noted the video was somewhat shorter and substantially less expensive than prior years.
House:  Dave Jaros & Bob Thorson noted that we are hosting meetings on some Tuesdays and Thursdays with hot meals in the winter.  
They also thanked Patty Grillion for her work on these events.  John Hanschen mentioned that the Hall of honor Committee would like 
to re-present the video at the Club in conjunction with a meeting so that Bob Drewke and his family and the family of Bernie Mallins 
might attend and be honored.
Membership:  Sam Johnston talked about what a tough sell membership can be, and that he would be working on expanding mem-
ber benefi ts to address that issue.  Among those benefi ts he was exploring were possible health benefi ts.  He also wanted to discuss a 
variety of member levels.
Memorial Service: Wendy Hauser asked about returning the service to the Trade Show fl oor then thanked Fr. John. Patty Sullivan, Holly 
Schwartz and Ron Burback.
Press:   Dave Jaros said he was updating the web site to keep it more current, Joe B added that the League is also on Facebook and Twitter.
Scholarship:  Bill Johnson addressed the meeting and noted that the Committee had met in Gibtown and had awarded 28 scholarships, 
26 of which were paid out (two did not re-enroll).  He reminded anyone who pledged to the fund to pay those pledges.
Scholarship/SLA T-Shirt Day:  Mary Johnson was present and said the program went well, and that Chestnut would be able to continue it 
on line.  She off ered that she would assist in future years, but would prefer not to do the program again herself.
Silent Auction:   Tommy Davis asked everyone present to stop in and bid on the items and donate to the scholarship fund.
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2011Reaching New Heights Convention - Las Vegas

SLA Customer Service Agents at the Desk Hausers & Co.

Las Vegas Show Girls

Living Legends

The Fare Foods Crew
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2011 Showmen’s League Christmas Party

All the Characters! SLA Rick Haney, Ryan Vawter, Karen Kasin

SLA Board Member Renate Skinner Diane with President Sam Johnston

Santa (Peter Kasin)

The Zoppe Family
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Ways & Means: Debbie Powers off ered BBB tickets for sale.
Welfare: Joe B reported for Alan Kaye that there are no current recipients of Aid, that our last recipient, Richard Palmer had passed away 
early in 2011.
Yearbook:  Donnie shared that the book was available at the convention.
Counsel:  Ron Heftman was not available to report, but Donnie thanked him for all his work on behalf of the League.

Unfi nished Business:
Stan Rozmin invited everyone to the club the night before the Christmas party.
Bill Johnson said that Crane’s Chicago Business had recently printed an article about the growth and development in the area around 
the new building.

New Business:
Tom Davis discussed the Long Range/Strategic Planning meeting and one of the possible goals of helping out kids with disabilities like 
the Sunshine Kids Program Mike Featherston introduced.  Mike Featherston added that a recent Sunshine Kids visit to Thomas Shows 
was very successful.

Nominating Committee Selection:
President Massie then took suggestions for the Nominating Committee  The following were the results:

Nomination made by:       Nominee
Dave Jaros        Theresa Noerper
Rick Haney        Karen Kasin
Bob Thorson        Steve Turner
Shari Davis        Gail Johnston
Peter Kasin        Doug McKinney
Bill Johnson        Mary Johnson (Alternate)

The nominees were all approved by the Board.

Election of 2012 Offi  cers
Secretary Burum read the names of those proposed by the 2011 Nominating Committee as offi  cers and board members for 2012.  There 
was some discussion that Dave Helms had notifi ed the Board that he was not able to accept the third Vice President position and it was 
noted that George Bujalka had passed away leaving one Board seat vacant as well.  The Nominating Committee Slate was approved with 
two nays; Ron Burback and Tom Davis

President Massie thanked everyone for their support and Fr. John swore in the new offi  cers and Board members.

New President Johnston took the podium after the installation and presented now-past President Massie with his plaque, Gold Card and 
gavel.  He discussed his agenda and his intent to travel the country visiting shows on behalf of the League.  He further discussed Long 
Range planning, his hope of expanding SLA Special Kids Day programs and the Christmas Party.

He also requested that the Board review the by-laws to assure we were all on the same page, noting that Ron Heftman had verifi ed the 
accuracy of the ‘right’ by-laws.

President Johnston closed with a reminder that ‘Each of us here has more in common with our fi ercest competitor than with our closest 
neighbor’.  He promised to have committee assignments out soon and thanked everyone for attending.

Bob Thorson made a motion to adjourn, Peter Kasin seconded it and the meeting was adjourned at 10:42 AM.

Respectfully submitted,
Joe Burum
Joe P. Burum
Secretary
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Thank You!

It’s hard to believe my term is over.... It was a great experience, and 
I want to thank all who supported the League and me. 
Some of the accomplishments made in 2011 were the remodel-
ing and furnishing of both offi  ces and social rooms at our new 
SLA clubhouse. We have also preserved our history. Our Buff alo 
Bill Portrait prominently oversees our social fl oor. We also have all 
of our building plaques back up and displayed. It is a great place 
to entertain our SLA members. Make sure to stop in for a meeting 
and some fun in Chicago. 
Other accomplishments include obtaining a renter for our 1st 
fl oor, streamlining weekly communications between the offi  ce 
and the Board of Governors, and bringing back General Member-
ship meetings.
I want to wish my successor, Past President Sam Johnston, the 
best of luck on his second term in 2012. Sam has great love and 
vision for the League.... we are lucky to have him go through 
Chairs twice. 
Also, a special thank you to all my committee chairs who worked 
hard for the SLA. Furthermore, I’d like to thank all the members 
for joining and renewing their dues. It takes all the individuals of 
the club to make this organization a success. In addition, I’m so 
appreciative to have the ongoing support of the manufacturers, 
suppliers and other participants in our Exhibitors Lounge and 
trade show. It was great to see so many of you at the convention 
in Vegas. Thanks again for a most memorable experience!

2011 (and now Past) President
Donnie Massie III

A Word from Donnie Massie III

BANQUET & BALL
GAIL JOHNSTON
Michelle Massie
Kristin Atkins
Julie Gemar-Williams
Debby Powers
Mary Chris Smith

BUILDING/HOUSE
Chairman
PAUL KASIN
Jeff  Lapin
Robert Thorson
Peter Kasin
Judy Lipinski
Dave Jaros

CEMETERY
Chairman
RICK HANEY
Bob Thorson
Bill Johnson
Dave Jaros

Patty Grillion
Jeff  Lapin
Judy Lipinski

CHRISTMAS PARTY
Chairmen
PETER KASIN
DONNIE MASSIE III
Ron Porter
Bob Thorson
Dave Jaros
Patty Grillion
Jeff  Lapin
Judy Lipinski

CONVENTION &
EXHIBITOR’S LOUNGE
Chairman
JOE BURUM
Sam Johnston
Rick Haney
Diane Burmeister

FINANCE
Chairman
GRAHAM PUTNAM
John Hanschen
Ron Burback
Jeff  Blomsness
Christopher Atkins
Peter Kasin

FUNERAL
Chairman
FATHER JOHN VAKULSKAS

HALL OF HONOR
Chairpersons
CAROLYN HANSCHEN
AL DERUSHA
Katherine Petree
John Hanschen
Richard Hanson

2012 Committees

HOUSE
Chairmen
DAVE JAROS
BOB THORSON
Patty Grillion
Jeff  Lapin

MEMBERSHIP
Chairman
SAM JOHNSTON
Christopher Atkins
Mary Chris Piche
Ron Porter
Debbie Powers
Sharie Davis
Jeannie McDonagh

MEMORIAL SERVICE
Chairwoman
WENDY HAUSER
Fr. John Vakulskas

PRESS-PUBLICITY-WEBSITE
Chairmen
JOE BURUM
DAVE JAROS
Bob Thorson
Tom Powell
Al DeRusha

SCHOLARSHIP
Chairpersons
LORELEI SCHOENDIENST
BILL JOHNSON
Christopher Atkins
Tom Davis
Wayne Kunz
Robert Hauser
Peter Kasin

SCHOLARSHIP/
SLA DAY T-SHIRTS 
Chairwoman
MARY JOHNSON
Michelle Massie
Diane Burmeister

SCHOLARSHIP/
SILENT AUCTION
Chairman
TOM DAVIS
JoAnn Davis
Bill Johnson
Debbie Helm
Peter Kasin

WAYS & MEANS
Chairwoman
 DEBBIE POWERS
Tom Thebault
Ron Porter
Pat Repp
Jeannie McDonagh
Brad Piche
Katherine Petree
WELFARE
Chairman
ALAN KAYE
Buzz Barton
Chris Atkins

YEARBOOK/MANUFACTURERS
& SUPPLIERS GUIDE
Chairmen
JEFF BLOMSNESS, RON BURBACK & RON 
PORTER
Michelle Massie
Joe Burum
Diane Burmeister

2011 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
DONNIE MASSIE III
SAM JOHNSTON
CHRIS ATKINS
RON PORTER
MIKE FEATHERSTON
JEAN ANNE CLAIR

Chaplain : Fr. John Vakulskas
Counsel: Ronald Heftman
Parliamentarian: Ronald Burback
Secretary Emeritus: Robert Drewke

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Kristin Atkins Ronald Heftman
Gary Bohlander        Barry Jamieson
Patty Grillion Paul Kasin
Carolyn Hanschen    Jeff  Lapin                                         
Robert Hauser  Jeanne McDonagh    
Chris Hoss  Graham Putnam     
Dave Jaros                Stan Rozmin     
Peter Kasin               Lorelei Schoendienst      
Tony Lowery Terry Swyear
Deborah Powers  Tom Thebault        
Pat Repp  Julie Gemar-Williams    
Andy Schoendienst  
 Renate Skinner
Mary Talley        
Robert Thorson
Paul Atkins
Sharie Davis 
Rick Haney
Wendy Hauser       
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NEWSLETTER
S h o w m e n ’ s  L e a g u e  o f  A m e r i c a

1023 W. Fulton Market St.
Chicago, IL 60607

2012
January 19
February 8

February 10

Mar ch 15
April 19
May 17

June 21
July 19

August 16
September 20

October 18
November 15

Novemeber 26-28

The SLA Calendar of Events

Board Meeting Noon Central 
Long Range Planning Mtg 
Scholarship & Nominating Committees 
(at Embassy Suites Gibtown)
Board Meeting (at Embassy Suites Gibtown)
Executive Committee Mtg 
Board Meeting
Executive Committee Mtg.
Board Meeting
Executive Committee Mtg. 
Board Meeting 
Executive Committee Mtg.
Board Meeting
Executive Committee informal at IAAPA (Informal at IAAPA)
Annual Meeting, Convention, Trade show & Banquet

The Showmen’s League of America is a 501 c(10) Non-Profi t Social & Fraternal Organization, founded in 1913.
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U.S. Postage

PAID
Framingham, MA

Permit No. 179

Supercolor
Page is color controlled with Supercolor 1.0.50Copyright 2002 Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AGTo view actual document colors and color spaces, please download free Supercolor Viewer Plug-In from:http://www.heidelberg.comApplied Color Management Settings:Output Intent (Press Profile): Coated_G7_08.iccRGB Image Profile: HDPP sRGB Profile.icmRGB Graphic Profile: HDPP sRGB Profile.icmTurn R=G=B Graphic into Gray: noGray Image: Apply CMYK Profile: noGray Graphic: Apply CMYK Profile: noTreat Calibrated RGB as Device RGB: noTreat Calibrated Gray as Device Gray: noRemove embedded non-CMYK Profiles: noRemove embedded CMYK Profiles: noApplied Miscellaneous Settings:All Colors to knockout: noPure black to overprint: yes  Limit: 90%Turn Overprint CMYK White to Knockout: yesTurn Overprinting Device Gray to K: yesEnable Overprint in Device CMYK: yes


